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Welcome to Worship 
 
 

Introduction 
 
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus 
challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims 
the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. 
Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes 
among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 
 
 
Prelude  Sleepers, Wake!       J. S. Bach 
  Shelbie Simmons, organ 
 
Stand 
Confession and Forgiveness  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
🄿 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
🄲 Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 
🄿 Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the 
one who is merciful and just. 
 
🄿 God of new beginnings, 
🄲 we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.  We have strayed from your paths.  
We prepare for war instead of peace.  We dishonor one another and your creation.  Purify us 
with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of 
repentance, and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 
 
🄿 People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign.  By water 
and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.  You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been 
washed away.  Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
🄲 Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn  As the Dark Awaits the Dawn 

 
 

Text:  Susan Palo Cherwien, Tune:  Carl Schalk, © 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress 
 

 
 
Advent Wreath                                   
We light the first candle of Advent.       

   5:30 – Suzanne Gregory 
          8:30 – The Krenz Family 
                                        11:00 - The Lamb Family  
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Sing Together – ELW 257  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

O come, O come Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
 

 
Sit 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 2:1-5                Pew Bible page 550 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign 
of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the 
light of that Lord now!” 
 
🄻 Word of God, Word of life. 
🄲 Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Minsitry of Music 
 8:30 am O Come, O Come, Emmanuel       Arr. Noah Reese 
  Men’s Chorus 
 
 11:00 am O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Traditional 
  Sanctuary Choir 
 
 

 
Second Reading:  Romans 13:11-14       Pew Bible page 923 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming 
in the future. 
 

🄻 Word of God, Word of life. 
🄲 Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Message 
 
 
Stand 
Gospel Acclamation - ELW 267  Joy To the World 
  

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her king; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 24:36-44  Pew Bible page 806 
 

🄿 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
🄲 Glory to you, O Lord.  

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our normal, 
day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of 
Man will come unannounced. 
 
🄿  The gospel of the Lord. 
🄲  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
Sit  
Sermon Pastor Steve Cox 
Want to dive deeper?  Join the Pastors for coffee on Monday mornings via zoom.  2104948884 
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Stand  
Hymn of the Day  The King Shall Come 

 
 

Text:  John Brownlie, Music A. Davisson, arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
🄿  Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
🄲  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession                                                                                     
🄰  As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 
hope. 
 
Each petition ends with the response: 
🄰 God, in your mercy, 
🄲 hear our prayer. 
 
🄿  God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 
them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
🄲 Amen. 
 

Sharing God’s Peace 
🄿 The peace of Christ be with you always. 
🄲 And also with you. 
Greet one another with a sign of God’s peace saying Peace be with you or similar words. 

 
Sit 
Offering Message  
  
Offering Music    Savior of the Nations Come      arr. Jason Krug 
  Karen Palafox, bell tree solo 
   
Stand 
Offertory Response – ELW 487         What Feast of Love 
  

What feast of love is offered here, what banquet come from heaven? 
What food of everlasting life, what gracious gift is given? 
This, this is Christ the King, the bread come down from heaven. 
O, taste and see and sing!  The Son of God is given! 
 
What wine of love is offered here, what crimson drink from heaven? 
What stream of everlasting life, what precious blood is given? 
This, this is Christ the king, the sweetest wine of heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing!  The Son of God is given! 
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Offering Prayer 
🄰  Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground.  Receive 
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for 
all in need of your healing and justice.  We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
🄲   Amen. 
 
 

Great Thanksgiving  

 
 

🄿 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
🄿    Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory... 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly 
food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all 
honor and glory, now and forever. 
🄲    Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
🄿  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
🄲   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Sit 
Invitation to Communion 
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Agnus Dei 

 
 
Communion Music – ELW 254  He Came Down 
 

  
 
Stand 
Communion Blessing 
🄿  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in God’s grace. 
🄲   Amen. 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
🄰  Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth 
in the body and blood of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 
fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.  Guide us toward your 
promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
🄲   Amen. 
 

Blessing 
🄿 God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
🄲   Amen. 
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Sending Hymn             Hark, The Glad Sound! 

 
Text:  Philip Doddridge, Music Thomas Haweis, PD 

 
Dismissal  
🄰 Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
🄲   Thanks be to God.  
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Postlude          Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying              arr. Paul Manz 
     Shelbie Simmons, organ 
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